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Abstract

This undergraduate thesis aims to analyze the myth of meritocracy (Young, 1958) and the associated
construction of the "ideal student,” viewed as social and cultural narratives that play a significant role
in defining and perceiving professional success. This study seeks to reveal whether egalitarianism
and equal starting opportunities truly exist within the process of career growth, and how they
manifest. Under the current Georgian social-structural hegemony, there is a systematically
reproduced view that student success in Georgia is determined by individual effort, hard work, and
academic engagement. However, when approaching the issue critically, the logical connection
between these problems leads to the conclusion that the reality behind the "veil” of meritocracy is
different and far more complex; consequently, this challenges the dogmatic narrative of professional
advancement based on fair and equal opportunities.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how the normative model of the "ideal student™ is formed
within the university space and how it impacts individuals' career opportunities and chances of
success. This undergraduate thesis aims to critically analyze the idea of meritocracy within the
university and to identify the factors determining student success. The research focuses on the extent
to which academic success depends on individual labor and effort, versus the extent to which it is
determined by the social environment—including sociocultural capital, economic status, and

institutional mechanisms masked by principles of justice.

This sociological research is grounded in a critical sociological perspective and examines meritocracy
not as an objective and neutral system, but as an ideological construction that may mask deeply rooted
social inequalities in society. Special attention is paid to how the discourse of the "ideal student”
justifies success through individual effort while simultaneously ignoring social, economic, and
cultural factors. The thesis highlights the mechanisms of the reproduction of social inequality,

illustrating the tension between the ideal and the reality of meritocracy.

When researching the myth of meritocracy, it is essential to analyze what social factors actually
influence student employment and professional development. The paper draws upon Pierre
Bourdieu's concept of cultural capital, Max Weber's theoretical vision of the meritocratic ideal. This
approach allows for the discussion of the "ideal student's" success within a social context and
establishes an analytical framework for a critical understanding of meritocracy in the context of
professional advancement. Within the framework of the multifaceted and inequality-laden
environment of Georgian social reality, higher education institutions do not represent spaces entirely
based on equal opportunities, and post-university success is significantly determined by nepotism,

iv



the influence of personal connections, social capital, institutional practices, and class factors. This
analysis exposes the inequalities existing within a formally equal system and creates a foundation for

a critical reappraisal of the university as a social institution.
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9399990 B35 53MM 65MMT0 gyMHbMds 0oL, HMT LodsMmzgwrml IOMIOL dsDsGO
56 560 BgM0EM3MEGH0IWO S BYoEMIEO, 0L JIbol LrE0SEME VM SbILHMOMBYBLS o
MBsFoODEM  BmE0smo  356M9dml.  ol3MLool  5bsEroBols  Lofilgolo  HgMEHowos
539600390 LEEFOMEMYOL, 3MEdOOLS S 35635MOL ©b039MLOEHYBHIOOL 3OMBILMEOOLU,
5609 390l 99bgwgd9gd0 3:EboLy s 0bBMMTs300L 360369 MdOL Fglisbgd. dgwo
6596300 ,,30LEH0bEMLEHO0MO LEBMYSMYOOL Bsdmygocodgds“ (Bell, 1973) bdoGo
099690L Fgem3obL ,,063mMT30w9wo ILSJTYdS“, B3 0POMYOL FoMdMEro (3MEbOL s
mBsG9dol  OHMWDBY  OLOYIgOOL  3OMEgLTo.  3MLEHObEMLGHMOMI  LEBMYSLMYdS30
L@ E05O BESEHMULL 939U FoFgEo 5B gdOL boobbo s 3m@bs. dolo Bsd®mdols
doMomMO©0  3mBEgRE0ss, ®MmI 396300560 9d0L  Feg35M0  FodmMmdM39dgo  dogs  SMOL
09MO0Mo 30©bs. (Bell, 1973) dgeol mgmeomer Bs@Bmdo ,,00095MHo bGmEgbdob®
30065, 259MmEEOWgds 5  29b65mgds  LEAIGHMLOLY @S LME0SMMO  BMdOWMBOL
3963 BO3Ogos.  63OMIOL d935M0 A5BLILOWZg0 1MgTss, M98gbs Tgglsdsdgds
396M0GHM3M5EGH00L 3006303900 MgoE  3M5JBH0390L, Mo BOMI3L FIMOGHMIOSEGHOVIE
99l s M5 99393L AL ,,d050“? I 399 3000b393DBY 3oLbob golis3gds bodMmddo
B9BGHMOWMOO  5EQO0Wo  godMds  BME0sMO  33303owol 36905,  GMIgwogs
239596905, HMAMOE FJOOGHMIOGH00L OoLRMBI30M0, bgeolidgddcgero gBogj@meo.
960G M3O5GHOMo 3006303900 99B3039dL, MM FoMdo@gdol  og@gMdoboMgdgwro
35dHMM0 06003000 MO0 FOMTS s doeolibdgzss, 039930 BME0SWMMO 3530GI0 ©d
393w9b0sbo  LmEoswm®mo  Jugargdo 93 HoMmBm®yabsl 9334398 999gbgdl. bg3mEGHoBdo
3obbIMOL LMoo OO 3530350l 259myqbgdsll  LemEosw GO  dMdOEIMBOLMZOL.
5 39MbsGHomwo 39ML39JEH030056 ) F93Hgs3m, LM E0SW MO 3530@SEOL 253MYgbgdsls
d9L5d 9B 3YdOMO Tbotg3 3JMbEIL, F9QOOMIE ©1930T9bE0JOOL odmygbgds,
0b6x3mMIs30Mwo  sMHbgd0-0bxz3MmMTs300ls s FgLodEgd™MOGIOL  FoB0IMGdS. T3,
Mgy 306050 39530060900  oALObMGOSBY oy  ©Rgds  3OMFBglombowro
UAHMOI6GHIOOL  LMEosWMMO FMdOEMds RIObEIds ©s Loddg 335J3L b693mEH0HMb.

9399 330093530 LMEOSWNIMHO 930G JobbOWIos 08 JOMOMOE BOJBHMOS,
MHmdgwog 396MH0GHMIO9GH00L 360063039008 M9oeoBgdsl  Jombgzol 60dbol §39d oygbgdl.
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bewm 633m30Bdo, Gmam®E 994960Bdo, bl MHgmdl Mmsbslfimdm demdols dsbsmol

3MOHI0MGOSL 5 dEM 393l Le(305¢EO BMBOEOMBL.
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36063303990l Logdzws  dga30dwos  dogz0hbomm.  BOWOMIOIGHOMWO  IMEIOL
dobgzom, 3960dm mv) LoxsOH™M MmMRBoBs30gd0 s  Lobgedfoxnm  0blEGHoGMEHYd0
36OMRIBoMbsoBAL,  BMOToeH  [gbgdls s 3M0EGIMO0IYOL, 5Q5305bmo
3390080353005 o 3339639630908 Mbs  93goMgdmeql. (Weber, 1947) gb 30
90065500 gaq0s  Bomglioggdol  a93egbom sl GOSL,  JMONMBEOSL,  BogMOOEGHODAL.
d9LsdsToLO 390960  Jdbol  olgo  FmEIElL,  LOsEg  9sT0sBYdOL  [oToEgdol
396LYBOZOGMO  BoJBHMMO  SMOL 96> [HoMIMIMds s 30650 3538060900, 965TgE
53L5HOYds.  BO30MBOIMMHMOLL  39096M0L, LMEOMEEMEOol  3esliogmbol, bsd®madgddo
390G MEOO 500 FoMogl. FHIMI0BO ,,LoBMYMIIOL M30MmbsE0BsE0s” LimMgo
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1353306000905 B39BL 256LsbowZ9E 1gBsls, 56 0L gEPOLLAMBL 5E5F0s67dOL TgRsligdsls
950039 9656-F393900L Jobgz00. F9x351930L FMs356M0 300EHIM0MB0s 306 M5 03Ol S 6
,»300 306 s60L“ (Jggdoos, 2020) fobs 3awsbBg 093l dowfgmwo LEHsGMLbo s IOHMIol
05B5M0, MHMIgEoE 9O 0b6GIOLYds HoMIMIsgmdom. d0OHM3IMGOE Lol@gdsdo
LEMEosW YOO JMBOWMdS bEgds 55 5g3mEGH0BIom s 30050 LB03500gdOm, 565TJ©
339080353005 5 30MxgL0MboBIoL Qsmzacoliobgdom.
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0683063530 g3mdsdo mIoboMgdl LmE0sEIMO 3530390 @S LbsEbMdm Jugwgdo.
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05399953900l b560. 35U Lo 2o6500IOL TGHOEMIMIBHOL, oYL VMo LFsAL, MmA
Hoblgeols 893500 gobALOBOZOMGO FoJBHMMO 565 LME0SIMEMO  3530FHOW0, 5653J©
306500 doeolibdggzs, MMy s QoBsmEgdss. Jorfgmmo  sbsmergdols boolbo o
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26039MLOGHIGHIOL ©9 ,,00095OO BEBHWIOOL™ LEHSGHMLL MFoEsgL. »Fsmeglo Labfogarm
50990 MEg0gd0 ML ol SEAOWO, Loosg UBEAMIBEHIO0 0m30L9096  FoGdoEHgdol
350093H9M30b0Mmgd9 ,,3mb39MEH0MGds© bs@-B3z9g390L ¢ (Castells, 1996) dolo gHM-9OMO
3053560 B5IOMA09 ,,JbY MO LaBMASEMGOOL s©f939ds“ —The Rise of the Network Society,
LoSE boBROLINWO0s, BMT LmE0sW MO FMOOEMBOLMZ0L s 0YMHIMJoMw LoggbmMby
5(0b5M9d0Lm30L  gosdHy3gBo ol  FHgdbmemaom®mo Mbs®-B3900 o  gobsmengdy,
OMAwadlsg  MbogzgMloGgBHgdo  NHOOMb3gwymaxgh.  mwdgs  Bgdmo  sEbodbmwo
boBM5d900 3099B3050BBs’ 56 Mbs 030Bb0Mmm, Modgmvy ,,03mdol 3w Eo®
506353908 L3056 MMIBILFMOMOGOL s 65300 5B3sLYOL BB IbEJOOL Mo M
mB5690U.
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oYM bMdom. 9Mdwgdgwos  Ycmoegdol dowds ©I3GHM3Mm  BOMbao  IFgceool,
Bo@bMGBMLOLS S 5©3MIIGHOL oM o ImbEHIL309L 3M0EH03S 0993300MIMdOMO
36030 ga00L  Fgbobgd. 659MMBTo ,,3956mbms gmbo” bsbyolidmwos, M™I Lobgwdfozm
0565800 90Md900 060030 JOL LoBMPSMGOMH030 sTLOHYMGBOLS O 25dFMH0SbO {MbgdOL
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bLMEoMEMY0sdo  GoEHM3  35OLMbLOL  gMbdiombogold Mo oMol  sdMbogswo
D9oGomos,  MHm3  LoDmyomgds,  OHMmeE  LmEoswMo  LobGYIs  SMLYIMBL
73bgd30MmboeMo  9mH0sbMdol  Lobom.  LolEgdol, LmEoswmMo  0blEoGYGHIOOL
3503mbomo  sMLYdIMOOLZgoL 3o 360d3bgEM35605  BodsMME0sbo,  LGedoEIMEO,
0565L)MOMRG30560, ©os  BsBMYPsMGOOL  FsdMYse0dgds, oS0  F9degdgE0s
3000396300  gOHMIMOo  dJGHMOMGIoLYSD,  GmamME Il ,,8mgddg9d0L
3B EBIMOLEGHWWO MYMM05“ 5005MOL, LMoo Mo [giMoaol goMmsbEHos Tbmerme
BEAHOWISHOL 396 35J3930.  FYOOEMIMOBHOMWO  3GOBE039d0L MW GdIIYMRs 0
WsAHIBGHMO,  2obmBOIb3g  F9wga0050g  F03094356l,  OHMIdoiE  Lobmysmgdol
63935b5  ©5  bmEoswr©-93mbmdog®  3MMdgdgdl  2s0mof393l.  0momMmguEro
06003000l 3636905 J0IE0bIMGMOL dsesREgdol 39ed0, LmE0SEMMO 3659303900 56
LEOMOWYds BLEHIOOW MO 2569030, SMBYIMOL 09MHMJomeo LsxggbMgdo s Lb3sILbZs
X3MIBIO0  25bLb393909 oo Bgdsll Bemdgh. b 3bmgMgdol  396MmbbBMB0gMgdss,
0099935  96@m™bo  20wgblo  LEH®JEHMOSEO0L  MIMEOOL bSO DOLIL  LHMOOHMOL
33GMM0G G MHgbmOLYdDY, 3MMIWIIGO0 ®o3L  0Bgbl  Fodob, MHMLs3  bgds
doomx3emgdol  boggMbow0Bs30s,E o3 mobsdgoMmzg  93mdsdo  5@sdobmo
4M39OEO0YOHMO0L Ms63I30 M30L9dss.

53L3M09ds BOWMLMBMBTS s Be30MEMTs, 356 339605, Bodmoygs0ds obmermwo-

33GHMOOAIGHMWO,  BHMAIWOGIOIMO S ©05-©YIM3MGOIo  LsbmYsmMmgdol
3Mb39nEos.  3obdslbgeggdgw  Bodsbms  FmMol  goblogmm®Mgdom  LeyrMmOOLYdIMS

& Joqori3cgd0l ¥)6039MLo0Bo3E0s SMOL 3MmEgLo, HMELsg 060030Yd0 3mddgEgdab gamobEMo
30Bbg00m s 3000WMdIYD o sREGOOL boeIOLLO/3M030ga0900 Fg0bs@MbMbmb yzgars MH™MLS s

bogM3980, yz9es Lo@ysEosdo.
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93900@M0D30, HMIGLOE YoOYMBL 53EMO0ESGHYE0 BsDMYsMYds. ©IIMIMOGH0O
3606303900l 5335, M35 LAHYIIBEHJOOLMZOL M9bBIMO BOliESMEM FglodEgdEMdYOOL
39B0m3s  §obosmdgamdsdo  dmol  9MHmTsbgommsb.  ©sdLddgdwgdo  Lem305EMO
05M09MGO0m, OHMYMEOGO0(355 39OGH0ME0, (MmIdMo3z0, 93MmbMmIolzmMo ©s LGNGO
5009396 5bogsB®IOL  Jglodgde™mdgdl  IMobOobmb  LogMmo®mo  MbsGgdols o
M9LOLYOOL  MJo0DYds, F9EIPo© 0Lobo JaMmMBOWGd0D 0gMSMJoME  39MHE0IOW,
OIgeHg3 Bgmddggdol 50965060 BgMm39BH0 956 4o9Rbosm. ,,00095¢MEMO/HoMB0bgdMwo
bLEAHMIBAHO” 9d393>  Bg3MGHOBIoL  FoMHMbgdol  J39d @S 0BOMIds  LodMsE™
UEAHOGHOLAHO3MMO  Bmdoemsdg.  FooLosdg,  IMJgIdOL  LMEFOSYMOMBOLMZOL @
LM E0SMHO LOLEHYIOL 2oFSMMNMEs© BwYbJ30MmboMgdolmzol 3603369 m35605 LEBEOOLOL
93mbg m®09b@s305 bbgs 9005305693B9, MMM 0sbsLHMmOHMBgd0s6 0boz0gdbY.

3LGH0bOMOLEGHOOMWO  BoDBMYsMgdol 330930l bogm  JBHgMbo  59(3H30390L, ™I
30094mx39000 (3oL LoHMASMYGOsd0”“ ol LovdOMBL 3OHMOYIGHOM ©s 9JBIIGHO
30bsHg s 50b0dbs3L, MMI Y356 MJoMdITo A5sdNY39BH0 Mo 3MEbsl
960390ds. (Stern, 1994) 996H0@M™3MGH0MWO 36006303900 83300MYdS bMEME 04, Los3
9505 335¢08030YIM0 3OHMBIBOMbswgdo Fg0MBg3056 3m©bom, domfigmwo dsbsmegdols
@Mbom s 3OMBgLoMWwo 3md39Ggbgoom.

53900990996 Fomfig390Ls o LME0sWE FMmBdOEMdL dGOL MMM 3S3doMOl ™M9ds
396930l LmEoMmEEMaOol 9OHM-9Mm 153356dM Ly30MbL FoMTmoyqbl. bLmaomemygdo
0O bbob 256353cmdsdo 03319300096 BMIOWMBOL BodEHMMIOLS S Mo30LgdMMGOJOU,
oL 990009390 9EYobgl Fobgbgdo, OMIgEms godmis ghmo o0bwogzoo  dgEo
o003 9dmos  9gmMgBg. gb  B0BgHBYd0s: SOBOS,  9OHM3bMMds,  mpsbols
bLMEO0sWYOH0/93006Mm3039M0 BEBSGHMBO, B0BOZNOO FobolinsmgdEdo, JobsmWgdol mby,
Logb™M3M9dI0 500 S FMTP)00560 JmEOobgds, 3bMzMgdoL LGowo. (Joadsos, 2020)

9395609  JoOoe Mgomdsdo JOHmboHdo,” Bgdm@EGHobdo, boabmdmds/3ocmmgbmwro
393006900 ,,LEEOIWYYOO WOREH0S". 53d056gd0 YM39W35M0 OALILYEMIOOL  A5Mgdq

? H0B0BB0-09mdGIWO MOM0IHOMBJOOLMmZ0L J5M3ZJY0 3003010900l 8060Fgds. Bs3MMOEH0BAOL
BMmOIs, ALJIgdgd0 SBoddgdgh Lo3MMaM TJGAMOMGILS s MBITMBMYIOL, Fglsdsdolo

0505 335C0RBOE0MMO 350MIdOL bozwac.
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0330056 BEIGHMLL OMYMEOF 3OODBMBEIWMMS-9MHMO S 08539 LAIEHMLOL BoGygddo,
31939 390F035¢IM-BESGHMLIOL FMEOOL A5I9YPOGds. M 0J3d FoFoMEH039d0
bLEEO0SW YOO FMOOMdOL F58MmdE53909¢ 9dobobo? bx3mEH0Bdo, M3 doMl MbGmOL
3boasBMms  LAHI6GHJOOL IMEH035305L, 0BOWBME 35M0gOHmwo [oblgwolmgzol s
©53LsbMgdMo  LmEosMMo  LAHIGMLOL  ©393900LM30L.  ,,m535d0l  [glgdob*
MBsFSONEMO0m  459mfI3gMEo  ©gImEGH035305  3OMmxgloviero  Bodbom  oLeddgdsl
BOMELgL.  mdgs 90bodbwo 39bmdgbo FoMdmoaqbl FsMMM ©9EHIMdoboMmgdmwo
36dgd9gd0L  Lofigoll o FomMBMIL 3FMWs30MO 989JAL. 390dm, bydmEHobdoom
29903900 2585630390990 FMBOWMOS 3H0s6gOL LM FO0SEMMO OHMEOL° 36935L s dobs
536J30Mmb606dsL  Lsbmgomqdsdo.  0bogzgool b xamaol  dmbsermpbywro
900gJ090995/43935  99MmLodsdMmdsdo MmOl 939390 3MBOEOSLMB,  TGLodsFOBO®
bLeMEos YOO 0bLEBHOEMGHJOOL J89E00bsM0sBMdS 9334390 ©AYds. 0MHMZ935 96 0356
06O IO0N0 MOOGBEHE0JO0 S 35E030B3905 535 099 03 LMFOSMMMO MOl odsOm,
0529w0mo©  9Jodol, FmLodsOmol LESGHWMLO. (3oF39F00300, 2008) Lsbmysmgdol
00mMg2o 93600 bgsgl, MHmad OHMEgdol oxgM9b305300L 3M0EGHIM0MBYd0 033EYOS S
b@E0SOHO  bAHSGHMLOL  FoLOMIOI®  ,,00095M0  BEAMIBEGHOL  93GMMOGHIBHO
3605390MbsE0BT0 LEFOOM 5 5MOL.  FIMHOGHMIOOGHOOL 3M0b3030L dobgwz0m 3o

39OLEAMHZ30MGOMYId0  LME0swed  BEAGHWMLL 03539096 FOMIoLs  ©s  w9bsGgdol
d9L5d530bo.

Jom@GHMO0, ML s IMALIbMGOGE0 LME0SXMMHO FMOOELMBO’ LM(305WMO
09650Jod o 09350  bmgoswy®o  LobEgds  bgds  @obymbdsomdo o
5365399606090 0. bLBSEHMLO bEgds 33M0JWO BMEOTS, 3OHMOWGIoms 35135000 BEOWYdS
96 3063093 LRIOML S 0fjygds 0bLEHOEHME0MO FalMoaol GM3g3s.

Bo3ombols  3MMdMgdMEG  dmbgdsls bobl  MLgsdL ol QoMYIMgds3,  LodoGmzggaenmdo

»390G035MM0 EOLBSWSBLO™ 39ET03500 FDsMOY, LGMIBEJOO B3YxE0SOBLYO0E 535
0¥y 08 bygO™mdo, 09935 LsALELMOO b 56 ML 353806MOO LOLHogw ™M 3MIMAGMSTOL

1013050 HME0-J3930L 35¢9MB0, HMIgEol gobbm®mEogergdslisg 3mgErosd $esdosboligsb
249bLsBLZOH Lm0sEE LogmEII0 WS XAYBT0. LMW VIMO HMEO obLsbL3MI3L 30MHM3bgdoL

9M35¢MdgdLs O 39¢YONYGdJOL. ©939300MGONI0s 5Q5F0BOL LEGOEMLMSD.
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doeolbdgzs 046905 ©xzL90IE0, 2obs30MHMOdGIL BmW0sbo MEYIBODBIFO0L 3OMYMgLL.
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56560 1-PEW RESEARCH CENTER

A majority of Americans say people are rich because they have had more

‘advantages in life’; fewer say it's because they have worked harder than others

In your opinion, which generally has more to do with ... (%)

Why a person is rich?

They have worked
harder than most
other people

Total 65

El
Rep/Lean Rep 45 “

Dem/Lean Dem 82

Note: No answer responses not shown.
Source: Survey of U.S, aduits conducted Jan. 6-19, 2020.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Why a person is poor?

They have not
worked as hard as
most other people

71 26

=
=

86
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56560 4-Ses Quartiles

Figure 5 The World Economic Forum’s Global Social Mobility Index Framework

Virtuous
cycle
Global Social
Mobility Index
Vicious
cycle
Source

World Economic Forum.
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Profiles of SES Quartiles

Parental educational attainment
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families

&

Second-SES-quartile
families

Third-SES-quartile
families

® Have a parent with a
bachelor's degree

Highest-SES-quartile
families

Family income

o
O
C

@ Less than $25,000

© $25,000 to $50,000

@ $50,000 to $75,000 @ More than $75,000
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Examples of parental occupations

Construction laborers

Dental assistants

Dishwashers, cooks, and waiters
Packing machine operators
Personal care and childcare
workers

Taxi drivers

Welders

Administrative assistants
Automotive mechanics
Bus and truck drivers
Farmers and ranchers
Plumbers and pipefitters

Preschool and kindergarten
teachers
= Retall salespersons

Electricians

Event planners
Firefighters

Flight attendants
Sales representatives
Social workers

Tool and die makers

Accountants and auditors
Architects and engineers
Lawyers, legislators, and judges
Natural and social scientists
Physicians, dentists, and nurses
Primary and secondary teachers
Programmers
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